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Dr Birithia is a renowned lecturer at Karatina University where she has served since 2015.
She holds a PhD in Crop Protection from University of Nairobi. She has over 13 years of
research for development experience in Kenya. Her remarkable research contributions
focus on; Development of sustainable of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies for
horticultural and staple food crops; Biopesticide research; Computerized technology crop
disease diagnostics and food safety She has published extensively, with over 20
publications in peer-reviewed articles in high impact journals as well as made several
presentations in local and international conferences. Additionally, she is actively engaged
strengthening partnerships and resource mobilization.

Dr. Rael is also extremely passionate on building African capacity having supervised
three postgraduate students to completion of their studies. Currently, she is mentoring
four postgraduate students carrying out research in various areas of sustainable crop
protection. Apart from her professional crop health research focus, she serves as a
consultant in matters of crop health and has a keen interest in community outreach.

5. Area/ Field of specialization: Crop protection

6. Research interests: Crop protection/ integrated pest and disease management /food
security and food safety
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